
 
 

 
 

MADISON COUNTY LEPC 
(Local Emergency Planning Committee) 

Meeting minutes: May 18, 2006  
 
 

In Attendance: 
Jane Yecny, RVAS 
Jill Steeley, Mad Co. Public Health 
Melinda Tichenor, MVH-CCC 
Steve Orr, MCSO/VCVFD 
Chris Orr, MVRFD/VCVFD 
Joe Husar, Harrison QRU 
Lewis Stahl, HVFD 
Scott McClintic, MVRFD 
Julie Dewey, MCGO 
Frank Ford, Mad Co Emergency. Management 
John Bancroft, Ennis Town Council 
 

 
THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE LEPC WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:05 P.M., BY 
CHAIRMAN LEWIS STAHL 
 
CHAIRMAN STAHL CALLED FOR PRESENTATION OFTHE MINUTES FROM THE APRIL 20, 
2006 MEETING.   
 
THERE WERE NO CHANGED OR ADDITIONS TO THE PREVIOUS MINUTES.  IT WAS MOVED TO 
ACCEPT THE MINUTES, THE MOTION WAS SECONDED AND ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTED 
AYE AND THE MOTION CARRIED.   
 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Chairman Stahl called for the first item on the agenda.  
   
Director of Emergency Management Report  
 
A combined ICS 200, ICS 700, trial course will be held on June 3, 2006 at the Alder Firehall.  These classes 
are usually held in two separate courses.  Please encourage everyone to attend.  This will be a great way to 
get certified for those that do not have access to a computer.   Lunch will be served.   
 
Frank reiterated that interim repeaters are to be installed throughout the county.  In the north area of the 
County, Beaverhead County has several repeaters on Table Mountain.  In that area, they have offered to 
share, power, helicopter, etc. This repeater will cover the north end of Madison County.  The other two will 
be in Raynolds Pass and on Lone Peak if current plans materialize.   
 
Evacuation Plan 
Jill steely reported on the Evacuation Plan.  She indicated it has been presented to the County 
Commissioners for their approval.  The Towns now have it and will look it over, review and sign it as it is 
approved.  They have been asked to report back to Frank Ford on the plan.   
 
Ennis and Sheridan have an Evacuation Plan, Virginia City does not.  This is being looked into.  Jill Steely 
has offered her help.  
 



 
 

 
 

Citizens Corps Council (CCC)  
Melinda Tichenor reported.  An Evacuation Brochure is being worked on.  It is in the Rough Draft phase.  
Various businesses have offered to give a 10% discount.  The 10% discount will be given to people who 
bring in the brochure when working on their 72 hour kits.  The businesses are not making money on the 
sales, all proceeds are going back into the CCC.  
 
Melinda reminded everyone there will be a Triage Training, June 5th, 2006 at the Alder Firehall in Alder, MT  
 
In addition, CERT classes will be held in Harrison and Twin Bridges.  In Harrison on September 9, 16, 17 
and Twin Bridges on October 7, 14, 15th. 
 
Further work is being done on the budget.  It was reported there is $5070.00 that needs to be spent by the 
end of May.  Needed supplies and other items will be purchased.   
 
Melinda announced that the CCC is having a Health Fair Booth.  The 72 hour kits will be on display at the 
Health Fair in Sheridan on June 7, 2006.  The Health Fair runs from 12:00 - 7:00 p.m. in the Sheridan 
Elementary School.  They will also be on display at the Madison County Fair in August.  
 
The CCC has several fundraising projects underway.  The neighborhood watch is getting ready to print a 
survey.  They will be distributing these out to citizens by putting them in with the Madison Valley bank 
statements.  This will cover the Ennis side of the valley and would probably work for the Sheridan side as 
well, only through Ruby Valley Bank.  It was also suggested the 3 Rivers newsletter might be a good 
distributor as well.  Information will also be posted on county web site.   
 
Reporting on the ICS 100 class that was held, Melinda indicated there were 22 in attendance.  This was to 
prepare people for the upcoming ICS 200/700 class that is being held on June 3, 2006.   
 
Communications 
 
No communications report was given.  
 
Wildland/Urban Interface Program 
 
Joe Husar reported on risk mitigation.  He has reviewed several pre-applications for subdivisions and 
expects to have two subdivision applications to do before next month.  This is the first time the county has 
provided an overall assessment of public safety implications in proposed sub-divisions.  The process is 
evolving.  On the WUI side, he has contacted DNRC’s Brian Lorengo to get the benefit of their marketing 
experience and to learn other “tricks of the trade.” 

 
Old Business 

County NIMS (National Incident Management System) compliance issues were discussed.  Madison County 
Disaster and Emergency Plan was adopted by Resolution 6-2006.  NIMS must be incorporated into all 
emergency management planning, policy and procedural matters undertaken within the county.  This 
program is becoming standardized nationally.  Individual agencies and jurisdictions, such as the fire 
departments and SAR teams, must be encouraged to incorporate NIMS/ICS principals more fully into their 
operating procedures. 
Madison County NIMS Assessment - The Assessment was reviewed by members of the LEPC.  Frank 
indicated this was a draft report and asked for any comments or questions.  Joe Husar complimented Frank 
Ford on putting together the assessment and indicated he felt like it was complete.  Joe Husar and Steve 
Orr both reported that it was concise and summarized the level of compliance on each category very well. 
Chairman Stahl asked if everyone had been able to review the document.  Steve Orr made a motion to 
accept the Assessment, Melinda Tichenor seconded the motion, all members present voted aye and the 



 
 

 
 

motion carried.  Chairman Stahl will sign a letter forwarding this assessment to the Commissioners and he 
and Frank Ford will present it to them in public forum. 
 

New Business 
Chairman Stahl brought to the table that false alarms calls generated by automatic sensors have become a 
problem, He then opened it for discussion.  Members discussed the problem and possible solutions.  It 
seems this has been a problem for some time and everyone felt it was necessary to address the issue.  
Items discussed included the increasing threat imposed upon first responders to the false alarm calls and 
hazards to law enforcement officers, registering, fines, addresses, etc.   It was agreed upon that all 
homeowners with alarms systems should have to register their names and complete accurate addresses 
with the County.   
 
If an ordinance was passed, it would have to be mailed out to every business and homeowner in the 
County.  A deadline would be established for compliance.  
     
It was decided that the LEPC could come up with a recommendation/proposal and it would be submitted to 
the County Commissioners.  Joe Husar made a motion that the LEPC develop and present to the County 
Commissioners a proposal addressing the issue of false alarm calls in the County.  See attached AProposal@ 
for detailed recommendations.  
  
The motion was seconded and all members voted aye, the motion carried unanimously.  Chairman Stahl 
will sign a covering letter and address the recommendation to the Commissioners. 
 
Chairman Stahl asked if there was any other new business.  Jill Steely discussed an upcoming Table Top 
exercise.  She asked about conducting a drill to include establishing an EOC.  Frank Ford indicated he did 
not think the County had ever had an EOC activated before.  Jill suggested inviting the Towns to attend.   
She reported that, Asave the dates@ and invitations will be going out soon.  Frank and Jill will work on details 
of the exercise. 
 

Schedule Next Meeting 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the LEPC will be in Virginia City, Montana at the Courthouse on 
June 15, 2006, @ 7:00 p.m.  
 
Chairman Stahl adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  
 
 

Minutes taken and prepared by Julie Dewey, Secretary, LEPC 


